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	[image: image3.emf]The Solar System has nine planets in it.  From the Sun out we have Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto.  For those of us who find it difficult to remember this order, it is worthwhile using a mnemonic.  The best ones are those made up by for ourselves.  Otherwise you may use the old favourite;

My Very Easy Method Just Speeds Up Naming Planets.
You will notice that the Sun and planets are spherical.  This tendency applies to stars and moons too.  All matter has gravity and tends to pull together to form more and more massive bodies whilst a supply of matter is available.  The more matter there is in a body the greater the gravity pulling the material towards the centre.  So it becomes round.
[image: image1.emf]



[image: image2.emf]





If a body like an asteroid is too small there will not be enough gravity within it to pull the material into a round, ball shape and it will remain like a potato.





A Sphere has the smallest surface area of any body that holds the same amount of material inside it. 
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